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Promotion and Tenure Criteria and Guidelines 
University of Detroit Mercy School of Architecture & Community Development 

 
 
Architecture Mission 
The Architecture Program provides an excellent student-centered architectural education 
in an urban context. The program seeks to develop graduates who integrate sensitive 
design and critical thinking along with technical innovation and professional ethics; who 
have a broad and socially responsible understanding of the world; and are of service to 
their communities. 
 
Community Development Mission 
The Master of Community Development program prepares and empowers students to 
engage and collaborate with communities striving to improve their quality of life. 
Through an interdisciplinary approach rooted in service, social justice, and sustainability, 
the program integrates human, organizational, physical, and economic aspects of 
community development in the urban context. 
 
Detroit Collaborative Design Center Mission 
Design is an Act of Social Justice. All people have the right to well designed, healthy 
spaces and neighborhoods. DCDC works with communities who typically are left out of 
design decisions or do not have access to high quality design. DCDC facilitates an open 
and transparent process that builds trust and strives to include a variety of voices from a 
community. These perspectives are purposefully integrated into all designs to ensure that 
the spaces and neighborhoods reflect and elevate the spirit of the individuals and 
communities who already live, work, play and worship there. We use urban design, 
landscape architecture and architecture to amplify and transmit the cultures of our Detroit 
Communities. 
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Promotion and Tenure Criteria and Guidelines 
 
Tenure track faculty are typically hired in the SACD at the rank of Assistant Professor 
based on academic and professional qualifications. Holding a terminal degree is expected 
for all tenure- track positions. The terminal degree is considered to be a Masters Degree 
(which may be a Master of Architecture degree, or a degree in an allied field when 
applicable such as a Master of Fine Arts, Master of Urban Planning, Master of Urban 
Design, Master of Landscape Architecture, or Master of Community Development). A 
professionally accredited five-year Bachelor of Architecture Degree in conjunction with 
significant experience in professional practice is also eligible for terminal degree status. 
 
Expected levels of achievement are noted below for the rank of Associate Professor, 
Professor, and Professor of Practice.  
 
Candidates are also expected to meet the University’s tenure and promotion guidelines 
and contractual requirements. Information regarding criteria, dossier content, instructions 
for dossier submission, dossier transmission forms, and important dates can be found on 
the Office of Academic Affairs web page. 
 
Associate Professor 
 
Teaching Ability 
 
Providing a student centered education is the principal objective of the School of 
Architecture and Community Development and is central to the role of an associate 
professor in the School. Therefore, it is essential that faculty applying for tenure and 
promotion to the rank of Associate Professor demonstrate an ability to make a positive 
contribution to the SACD curriculum by conveying key principles in their discipline, by 
developing fundamental skills in their students, and by inspiring students to excellence. 
 
Documentation of teaching ability should include course syllabi and descriptions, 
samples of exemplary student work, and positive acknowledgment of teaching ability as 
evidenced in course and teacher evaluations from students. In addition, based on high 
levels of interpersonal engagement with students in the SACD, participation in scholarly 
service such as invitations to participate on student critiques also demonstrates a form of 
peer reviewed confirmation of teaching abilities. 
 
Scholarly or Applied Research and Creative Activities 
 
In support of the advancement of the mission of the SACD, the faculty engages in an 
inclusive model of research that may include applied research such as professional 
practice, research-based practice, or technical research, and may also include scholarly 
research such as the authoring of papers and journal articles and the development of 
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either be obtained from the Candidate’s list or from the names added by the Dean. The 
Dean will provide a letter to External Reviewers outlining requirements for candidates 
and expectations for reviewers. 
 
May 15  Candidate provides list of possible External Reviewers  
August 1  Dean receives confirmation from External Reviewers  
August 15  External Reviewers receive Candidate’s digital dossier 
September 10 Dean receives Letters from External Reviewers 
 
 


